
Economics 798   Workshop in Economics I  Fall 2017  

 

 

Coordinator:    Paul Contoyannis 

contoyp@mcmaster.ca 

Department of Economics, KTH 416 

 

Location and Times:  Fridays 1.30-2:50pm  KTH 334  

 

Description 

 

The Workshop in Economics is intended as a forum for post comprehensive exam PhD 

students to present their research as it develops.  It provides support to PhD students as 

they further develop their professional, presentation and teaching skills with the ultimate 

objective of helping students complete their dissertations and secure future employment. 

 

Workshop Requirements  

 

From the Department of Economics Graduate Regulations, 
 

Candidates must complete 798 and 799. The candidate must enroll in 798 in the academic 

year following the completion of the comprehensive exams, and in 799 in the following 

year. Each of these courses requires the candidate to twice present research related to his 
or her dissertation. The acceptability of the presentation will be judged by the candidate’s 

supervisor and reported to the instructor. 

 

The grade (for both 798 and 799) is "pass" or "fail". This requires making two 

presentations over two semesters and attending at least 75% of the presentations.  

 

There are no specific requirements regarding the type of presentation.  What a student 

presents will in part reflect the stage they are at in their dissertation research.  These 

stages could roughly be: coming up with research ideas and identifying an effective 

research question, reviewing the literature on the economic topic, developing an 

empirical or theoretical framework for analyzing the economic issue, conducting the 

economic analysis, interpreting the results and drawing conclusions, and writing up the 

final research paper.  Of course, most research does not proceed in such a linear fashion.  

In addition, students may be working on a few different projects within their dissertation 

that will all involve each of these elements. What is important is that the presentations 

over the course of the two years reflect the development of the student's dissertation, i.e., 

the expectation is that students do not present the same material in any of their four 

presentations over the course of the two-years of 798/799.  At least for the first three 

presentations, students are certainly not expected to present a finished paper.  Ideally, the 

last presentation of 799 would be a `dry-run' for the job market.  

 

Presentations will be scheduled for 30-40 minutes this term.   

 



Supervisors are expected to attend the student's presentations.  If a supervisor cannot 

attend any of the scheduled times, then an alternate day/time for the student's presentation 

will be arranged or one or both of the student's other committee members can stand in for 

the supervisor.  A student's other committee members are always encouraged to attend 

the student's presentations.  If the student and supervisor both agree that it would be 

useful to invite other faculty from the Department or elsewhere to attend the student's 

presentation then these invitations will be arranged.  It will be my policy this term to 

invite all registered PhD students to attend as many presentations as they are able.  

 

Feedback on Presentations 

 

The coordinator of the course will provide feedback to individual students as well as 

solicit feedback from the student's supervisor regarding the presentation.   Ideally, other 

workshop participants will also provide constructive feedback to the student presenter.   

 

Tentative Schedule and Topics 

 

Sep 15 Organizational/Scheduling Meeting; Applying for Scholarships 

Sep 22  Placement Issues (Arthur Sweetman) 

Sep 29   Scholarships and SSHRC Program of Study Two-Pager;  

How to Formulate Ideas, Write a Paper, Discussion of Career Plans 

(depends on mix of students taking course) 

Oct 6  Student Presentations/NO CLASS 

Oct 13  NO CLASS (reading week) 

Oct 20  Student Presentations 

Oct 27  Student Presentations 

Nov 3  Student Presentations 

Nov 10   Student Presentations 

Nov 17   Student Presentations 

Nov 24   Student Presentations 

Dec 1  Student Presentations 


